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THE STORY OF THK SEWING MACHINE.

Its Inventlon— n-nvmnnu--sorhl
Endustrisl, Bl o naaretal Lmsport.
Bnoe.

To America belongs the honor of givinglo the
world many new inventions of great prestical
importance to mankind, Prominent amoug
these are the Electric Telegraph, the Reaper
and Mower, and the Bewing Machine. What the
tele h isto the commercial world, the resper
to the agricultural, the sewing maching is to the
domestic.
The appliostion of machinery 1o the purposes
of sewing is of rocont date, yet il has quiotiy
worked its way into & position of grest import-
ance, not onfy in ihe reliel that it Lrings to
thousands of needlewomen, but in & commercinl
view. True, its has not been marked
with the oise tumult charncteristic of the
application of wtenm to maschinery, nor a0 fre-
quently been made the theme for eloguence with
statespien and orators, as the steamship, the iran
horse, and the steum printing-press, yet it has
,dﬂ{vlﬁkhdihwo on 88 un agenst of
tic economy, wolil it wow claims & place
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S | of struggle, diss

side by side with the most important of labor-
saving inventions. S
No one inveotisn has brought with it so great
a reliaf for our mothers and hiern nx thase
iron nesdle-women. Indeed, it is theonly inven-
tion that can be claimed chiefly for woman's ben-
efit. The inventive geaium of mun, ever slert to
furnish the world with msehinery for saving la-
bor and chéspening the cost manufsctures,
seemed to re man us the only laborer, prior
to the invention of the sewing machine. The
carpenter, wilh his planiog, matching, sud other
machinery, was relieved from the drudgery of
his trade, but on returning home ot night found
no labor-garing machinery to relieve lix wife in
hor toil with the meedle. The farmer, with his
reaper and threahing machine, gathers his her-
vest and propares h m for market with ten
times the rapidity ease that he conld hefore
were inveuted; but his companion wud
helpmest found no machinery to speed her labor
sod ease her toil, until the advent of the sewing
muachine. For u long time has machinery been
employed in the different walks of life to emun-
cipate man fromn exhaustipg toil, to quickan the
leﬁll of commurce over land snd sea; and in-
stead of depriving the laborer of work, it has
opened new flelds of enterprise and led thous-
ands ioto the road to wealth.
Thefirst rocord in the Patont Office Ieports of
the wrention of sewing machines is under the
date of Febroary, {644, This pateut wes grant-
od for making what is lermed the “sboemaker’s
stitch in leather.” The mu:drult;o‘ Wo-j
was placed in clam, rovided with feeding ap-
pernius. It used ‘p:,“gk. pointed al each end,
with an gye Io the middle, snd pincers to alter-
nately draw the needle back und forth. This
crude mashine wis nogreely heard of outside the
Patent Office, snd we ‘gmum- the inventor nev-
er received In return for it one dollar of the mou-
ey which he expended to secure the patesl.—
ﬂ'a-ever, wnprofitable es it wus 10 him, snd un.
promising for the purposss iptended, it suggest-
ed to other minds the farther appligstion of ma-
chinary fo sewing.

A little more tgm n year after the Azt sewing
machine patent was granted, Mr, Besn, of New
York, obteined a patent for w %lt.be comunon
sewing weadies with machinery. invrention

small wheels to corrugate the

the folds thps produced it

thrast a lané neadle. mawhipg, lika rLlu.-
i

grocera. An improv it on thw
was made for sewing umbrelias, but it has pever
boen suecasslully introduced. BStill, as these
served to suggest new ideas oo this subject, it
was & step forward towsrd the development of
this class of machinery. Numorogs experiments
suoceeded this invention, bul they failsd to pro-

to whom, in Ipnguage of the courts, “is slone
due the honor of giving to the world a practical
sewing machine,” obtained = $ “for forming
2 seam by & combination of the eye-pointed gee-
dle and » shuttle, i‘l.m connection wil nrbuu.— -
plate for feedin & clipping-piece for gov-
Traing the daliary of thread frota the shuftle.”
Eliss Howe, Jr.,is a nstive of Spencer, Mass,,
but was residing at Cambridge, Masa., when he
eated and ted his sewing msehine-—n
nucleus whieli has L up an exten-
sive and luerative busipess. For yeafs be strug-
gled with his invention, lsadin; large soms of
money in improving it, snd o trying to couvinoe
the public afp its nt&it} Like other uew inven-
tions, ils introduetion inlo nse by the people wis
& matter of great dificulty. The incredolous
ware to understand and q?:mciqu
fta merite. Bome iried 1o use it while in its
crade state, but soon pbundoned ildu :‘uru:ll:uA
For years Mr, Howe nruﬁad in doubt and un-
inty as o the future of bis invention —
ull his trials, though often i
yot mever iring, he toiled on. ]
meet with better success in his euterprise, he
went to Europe, for the parpose of securing ita
patent there, and of eplisting oapitalists iv ita
masulacture. Wh!lnr ;nduﬂmﬂ min m;inwd.
ublic recoguition of his ioven ogland,
:c discoversd jes ready to seite snd &
the fruils of his labo . After two years
intment and fuilure, be deci-
Having ¢x-
08 & Ateerage

B
Hoping to

ded to return to his nutive coun
huusted his monans, he embarke

pxini for his g® g;rhgcliing as
cook during us, with his inven-
tion by his side, he' ?E:ud his way homie mgain,

without mopoy 1o gxiend his experiments, or o
defend himself agsinst the jnfringements upon
his patent which been developed during his

sbaence. Full of that hope for the future and
confidence in his ultimate success, which enly
those who bave bestowed t inventions upon
the world fally understand, he sought ¥

| other step forward,

& |lic: while fﬂqF or fiva

d practical uatil the Autumn of
‘i:::. -‘th of that year, Elina Howe, jr. th

3 et s U e s e s

P ra | Fult to obtaln & supply of good mechanics for the

and It wae considered ml
cennful working. Iu Igdn, Mr.} BHﬁl. ol Hos
ton, invented & “rotary shuttie,™ wh ‘in com-
binstine with un “nrrwlnt«‘ uptdle,” wis
In 1550, Mr, A. B, Wilso
ow of the Orm of Wheeler & Wilson, obiel
a patent for & “iwo-peinted shuttle,’ which
wonld take a stitch in the backwand, ss well as
in the forward motion. This im t did
vol make the machine all that could be desired.
In the following year we first Oud the name of
I. M. Siugar in the Patent-office records in con-
npotion with sewing machines. In August, 1351,
he obtuived s patent for “giving the shuttle an
sdditional furwsrd motion.’ |

Thus far all the m&m had sericas
disadvantages. Among their inent defucta,
wan the inability to increase thei withont
inctvasing the sise of the thread, | Thinrendared
them worthless for fine sewin Indesd, it wos
not only necesaury that the thread should be
large, in order to incresse the without
bresking the thrend, batthe Inery iself
mast be made heavier to work the ahuttle, thus
excluding them from use in the fumily, and ren-
dering them fit only for the hosviest kind of
work, in factories, &e. For s long time the pro-
prietors directed their attention chiefly to in-
trodecing their machines into establishments
where coirse goods and hoavy nts were
wade., The motion of the sbuttly so strained
upon the thread, ihat ooe fine enough for sewing
muslin could not be used. How to improve the
machines, 30 to make the lock-stiteh rapidly sad
perfectly, and af the ssme time to adapt them
to the use of thrend fine epough for the use of
thread fine unnuih for the most delicate fab
e T e e

ment of & com sewing m ..
uech ht, time, labor and woney were
ot in eflorta snd n:m'lqullw ve the
sxideratum. 1t was fin nubni: the Hum-
mer of 1851 by Mr. A, B, alhull who invented
the “rotary houk,” which ssises !&i loop of the
thread when it is throst through the cloth, and
phsses it around a statiopary bobbin contsining
1.11;‘.\ Icwerl thread, 2‘ “:‘kip.;:; mAnner :;m ;lu
school girl passes her -Tope under her
feet. The r':utnf this “ro hook™ rendernd
it practieable to make the ines moch lighter
than previously, and secured the long desired
object of making the lock stitch in o perfect
muaaner with rapidity, even while psing the finest
thread on the most delipate msterial. At onee it
became a family sewing machios, This impreve-
meot is gne of the most important fentures in the
sewing machines of to-day. The shuttle ma-
chine, however, has subssquently been made
lighter, aud so improved aa to esrry a fine thread,
butit will oot work with thet repidity which is
sttaived by using the “rotary book."

While several individuals were laboring to per-
fect the “lock-stitch," others were eugaged upon
the “chain-atitch.” The first patent granted in
England, was in 1550, and for s single-thread
“ghain-utitch. "

Some five or six putenta "were ted for dif-
ferent modes of making the *‘chaia stitch,” but
thin clazs of Eltl nob a practical
forun until the year 1851, when Gmnri Baker
obtained a patest for forming s double loop
stitee, by menna of two needles, one working
vortically sud the other horisontally, Various
inlsmmmeqh have been added to this machine,
andl pow it is one of the most quiet aud simple

le to (i sve,

ones in use. Itisadspted to both the finest and
cosrsest throad, snd to ing the lighteat us
well as the heaviest of goods. Thiz double-loop

stiteh ires more thread for a seam than the
Iock stitch, and the loop being formed on the
under side of the cloth, i1 leares & ridgs aloag
the weam ou that side. Owing fo these fncts
mauvufucturers of clothing object to machines
that make thi stitch; vet some pr refer it
R: mﬂntl that require ufmg. o
feity of (he sesm,
Kince the perfection of thess stitclies map

other inventions have hun& added, .m{ud‘

guite jmportant to the succesaful operation
:?n:l-'gm ':mu. u:anﬁ ihm; Hre &vﬁwﬁ for
regula ¢ 5 ruq, & motion
:Eu But from ‘hpp {mndnd s nul? out
twauty-five distivet sod different sewing ma-
chines have been produced und less than ons-half
of these have thus far proved w_ﬂcientlyl':.;.miui

o mepl with pub-

) Iy have sold more than
threo thonsand each. o nnchingy i nra
most sxtonsively em log:ll fior ‘ l.?
Yn ure thope of oler & s o
. M. Singer & Co.

The introduction of the machine into
use hxs been more rapid that of suy
other invention. They began to attract attention

phoat 1553, and during the seven years sioge,
eir sales haye besn rapidly incressing. Abount
£0,500,000 of eapital is Ipyesipd in their manu-
hc.mlr-, .;m:m n.:&n than lhmofﬂmu.d men

® yed, es an army Th

i:,eprery important city of the 'i}l:eﬁf. for seiliog

NO. 25.

roturns, to introdies the machines

In the aggregute milliona have
the produetive lodustry of the country.

akirts, huwe caps, ladies’
barnesses, and upholistry; and every other man
his been Lenefited by this invention.

and their pursuit repdered highly remunerative

609 of the lockstich msctunes. InTroy, N.Y.
oollam.

sewing upou a gentleman’s shirt can be accom
plished

superior to hand-sewing, besides
boalthy for those 'eugaged,
uperiority in work and healthiulness, are these
strong commendationm

first introduotion of sewing-maclines, the sew-
been
coive from three to tun dollary per week for op-

eraling & sewing mochine (wo-thinds as masy
bours, and with lighter lubor. Indeed many

than ten dollars per week.

Africa. South America snd throughout En

Lipst Boon (o woman in the nineteenth

their sale, and it was ouly by the high prices
- | demanded that their extensive snd rapld intne-
duction has been nocomplished., Agents have | =—=
88~ ) hoen sent luto mew loou
an outlay, often far exceeding any immadiate
and furthor
the interests of the manufacturers. Notwitl-!
standing these spparently high prices, the pur
chaser hias found his investment mﬂuhla. and

u added to chﬁlnhr

ities nnd suntained st

The use,of the sewing machine hax alroady bi-
come far more exiensive than the mostsanguing
anticipsted.  They are common in the family,
and fally supply the wants of Uie needls in H.L THE NEW MILLINERY BOOMS
heusehiold, and have become indispensible to
the dresumaker, tailar, senmatress and manufig-
tirers of ready-maide elothing, shirts and collars,
guitern, boots, shoes,

ufactory, where the needle aud thread are used,
Man

new branches of industry huve been t:tulu{

A sbirt munufactory in New Hsven, CL. usos

and vielnity, upwands of 3,000 of the same class .
of machines are smployed in making shirts and | “EarsRotLERY SYAMPS —Hlaying recetyed thearane
. I;l'-h;: Pcmlh-wmulpmm wlaghpe ane give
The time saved in manufacturiog differsnt | pur
articles of clothing is an important item. The

with ease in one hour upon = first-cluss
sowing machine. It would take fourteen hours
of close and severs spplication to do the same
by hand. A pair of pentaloons ean be mads in
oue bour by the machine that would take a smart
seanuiress five hotrs to moks. A frock-coat
requiring seventzen hours of constant work by
hand, cun be made by with mackine in three
hours. Seams of considerable length are ordin-
arily sewed with the best machines, at the rate | §
of & yard & minuote, and that tooin 8 manner far
mora
Saving tims,

Coutrary to the predictions of many on the

ing girls—those whom necemity compelsto earn
their livelihood by the use of the needie—have
greatly beniflted by thisinvention. Thous-
ands of them have found better remunarstion 51 do witheg
and lighter toil. It is no uncommion thing for | Manclactursd sl comSantly vu Hund, st whales.ls snd
those who, tolling night and day, could eam * .-
only one (or two dollars per week, 10 now e

girls who ewn their machines have earned mure

Buch are some of the important resulis ac-
complished by the sewing machines—those lilli-
patinnjnecdle-women that never become weary
while performing the labor of mman fingers.—
Evory day extends thelr use uto remoter parts
of the country and of the worlh They are
used in China, in Hindostan, Aastralia, Tarksy,

infact everywhsre that the,busy needle i plind,
thesa tirless workers have found their way,
carrying reliel for women's trembling bauds
snd weary eyes  The swift-flying needle—this
mt_nry ] e 1

—has plready won many victories, and soon the L%Kh EB[E’EA#'I"&% COMTANY
song ef the shirt will be heard ouly in tradition | &*
of sufferings passed nway.
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Sewing flachines.

WHEELER & WILSON'S

them. Ouve company pars lo
emploved in the manufactory, upwards of §400,-
000, besides the saluries of ihelr bumerous
sgents. It is eatimated that more than §1,000,-
() is paid annually by the sewing maching com-
anies to their mechanics alone. Their manu-
ectyuring establishments are smong the most ex-
fk‘n(,!l"l: wyckshpps ip the country. L M. ﬁgt.r
0, have s % [MAn Ty ia (ontse

New York, and Grover & Baker at %nllan. 4
Istter company employs from four to five hun-
dred workmen, heeler & Wilson's immense
munufsctory occupies nearly four usores, sl
Bridgepors, 5‘-9;111,, embracing what was former
ly the great Jaronie Clock ﬁ}ﬁ:hmt, which
“iticked” away the fortunes Shil.

The sewing mschines led to the invention of
other machinery for their manufscture, How
nearly every part of these housshold labor-navers

in the sewin
machine trade some of the best mechanienl an
commercial talent in the oguntry, Superior
loeksmitlis have found better remuneration bere
than ui their own tondes, becanse of the demand
for first pinss workmen; henee, it has been difi-

manufuctory of
As sl parties manufcturing sewing machines
are abtiged ::Iny Mz, Hows a fee for each ma-
chine sold, aro also compelled o make quar-
terly returss to him, stating under oath the num-
ber pold, his boeks give a correct statement of
the sctual number of machives sold by the differ-
oot manufacturees. From this rel source
we have obtuined the following siatistics, show-
ing the rumber of sewing machines roported as
di;ﬂond of during the past seven gu:a mdi‘ni
with Nov. 1, 1550, sxcept that of L5, hﬁ“
Co,, whose quarteriy report was to Oet, 1, 1859 :

ment in one of the New England machine sﬁup’::,

= (130471064 1585 1856|1857, 1554, 1500 Total

sod there remained until he had ewrned enoug
to mhi- d:ft ngul‘aiun those who had mfn:),g-
ed upon ta. His own mesus not proving
sufficient to earry ih hig suits, his tether
mort hiz farm und obtuined momey lo as-
sist him. this means apd the vid of {riends,
he was enabled to establish bis claim so complete-
Iy thut since that time, all who masufacture sew-

ing machines the qe-p-oi:l.ed nﬁeedlzh and
are o to pay him a tribute.
twm' s }Iuwe.PJ{ covers the m:du-

ofmlkti-t“hemwh termad the “lock-stitch,”
used In Tarious sewing inex, aind Lhe papg

of the & inted needle. The several machipes
now m use the principle secured o
Mr. Howe, by isgjon and the payvmest of &

¥ fhe, but in addition to this esch bax a
i { upon some improvement, or mj-
nor purt. These minor patents consist chielly of
different modes of holding and feediag the cloth,
slterstions in the shuttle and the mode of moving
it, now methoda for holding the spools, snd sim-
ilar modifications. Aboul three Aundred of thee
patents on scwing mochines have bevn issved sinoe
Mr. Howe securad his. Law suits have been mul-
tiplied, and vest sums of money expended in con-
testing and defonding the various mschines, yet
the sourts Lisve Iy decided that the mode
of making the ileh ip the differspl machines
does not oontain soF new Fmetplr, butis s{nwly
3

s different spplicstion of thst secured (o
Howe, 5o thut all the other patents would be
fess perminsion Lo use his.

worthless without y

Mowe's maching bad but little resemblance to
either of the sewing mahines mads ul the press
ent time. Iuhis, ibe needle worked horizontally
instead of vertioally, an il does with all machines
pow made. The tor b Hﬂm mﬂud-
ed upon pins projecting from = * - S
In fromt Pofm:ba cloth the “pad-plate™ presssd the
fabric {he “baster-plate” while paising Le-
twean them. The first real improvement m

this mypebine #nsto ch the peedle from

M to s vertical :ﬁt abandon the
¥ " and pl-h:&‘ hbr&;a be 2w
horizontally upon sp peath e, AN
move it a.lzsg with pins and other ogmjocunm
which penetrated the cloth. This mode of feed-
ing the material was exceadingly objectionable,
because it prevented the free movement in the
fuhirie 50 eesential in forming & curved soam.—

m{ devi d tried for ob-
uﬁ%&n mmu Ttay? l: ::“tn lﬂoww hi’!e: ;:Iuth;m
be turned in &, mww S.m
?m{ﬁhoﬁmé immm;h eﬁlb;
: of the various in-
ventioas at mmﬂ l'.hm‘wp.:il::ud 10 improve the
pewin mia.d i mtbc mm bnu“dmu
sinne was granted, wou
more lime and than we oun devate
S spees fhen es

we will content ou referring
ahnﬂmhn.tmmblfnnm pub-

i
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It will be seen from the shove statistios thet
tliere have beon sold during the pust seven yoars
priar to Nov. 1, 1858, more than %5,000 ssing ma-
chines, and that nearly one half of this vumber
were sold during the 1859 alone.,
standing thelr sales have so extensive, the de-
mand increnses an the knowledge of their real
valoe becomes kngwn. The greatest and widest
usefulness of this lnvention seems to have but
just eomsmenced. Durmg the year 1553 oaly 2500
of these muchines were disposed of, yet six years
later upwards of 46,000, or twenty times
R i B 5 s g

ribgte 1 XK1, Gawe o
what is te - ! u “aliding ﬂ:_l?:" 0 that thlpof:
for esch machine dimished in
oumber sold for the inerosses. In 1858,
Wheelsr & Wilnag.'ds fee of abont 313 for
eneh machine, but, io accordanse with this seale,
they now puyonly $3 eseh. Mr. Howe
to receive foes from ench msuulncturer, st this
lowest rate, the income from his for 1859
would be about §143,00d—a com: “salary
to say the least; but il hasbeen mdug:{m

rms
which have sprung these fruitful &n.
whaie branches extend over every section of the

country, were planted by him years ago, and
I-hoirg’gﬁ tended 'ui hboan.l anyiety.—
ny -

While be is m T their

ful shade, ujogiu i d.n%E!
into bis lap, others, wha and trained
treas, and who are still to increase their

Notwith-

1844, he did oot receive: it maoney
to pay the patont ofice fee, before 1550. Up to
that time it had been ‘mu-. he
had apant many af in pxperi.
menting upon, trayeling for, snd ¢ hin
invention, Hen exhansied all of his own
means, byt his tmhum-n that be wan
worth, sad his friends him money, to ea
able kim to seoure his elaim. Biuce then itare.
turus hisve enablud him to repay sl these favors,

his
Eoﬂof manufscturing the sewing ma-
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